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Visions of Parnassus 
By Jeffrey Hart 

 
About the Work 
“Visions of Parnassus” was originally composed for and premiered by the Wildacres summer saxophone retreat 
ensemble, and was also arranged for flute choir before being arranged for concert band. The title refers to 
Mount Parnassus, the dwelling place of Apollo and the nine Muses. It also refers to the 1725 counterpoint 
textbook entitled Gradus Ad Parnassum ("Steps To Parnassus"). The composer was imagining what it must be like 
to take a glimpse into an otherworldly paradise. 
 
 
Rehearsal Suggestions 
• Make sure the performers are thoroughly comfortable in Db major through the use of chorales, exercises etc. in 
this key 
 
• Commitment to warm tone, section blend, and overall band balance is important throughout 
 
• Be sure those with the triplet figures from bars 49-54 are listening and moving together, while they float above 
the lower voices' melody 
 
• I hope you, your performers, and your audience enjoy this work!  
 
~Jeff Hart 
 
 
 

 
About the Composer 
Jeffrey Hart is a composer and arranger in the classical and jazz traditions. His works 
have earned recognition from the American String Teachers Association (ASTA) and 
the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA). Jeffrey holds music degrees 
from The University of Toledo and Duquesne University. He taught band and music 
courses at the high school and middle school levels for over a decade in southeast 
Pennsylvania, and now serves as a music teacher in his home state of Delaware. He 
has presented sessions at local and state level PMEA conferences. Jeffrey can be 
heard performing in the Philadelphia area with the Blackbird Society Orchestra and 
the Pennsylvania Symphonic Winds. 
 
Visit www.hart-music.com for more. 
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