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Top Speed

By Randall D. Standridge
Program Notes

I love going fast.

Now, before anyone gets concerned, let me clarify. | love going fast in video games. Racing games, in particular. There is
something incredibly safisfying about pushing everything to the limit, hitting top speed, and flying down the track with absolutely no
regard for caution. Inreal life, however... | drive like a little old man. That's me being passed by everybody on the street, waving as
they go by, and receiving more than my fair share of “single finger salutes.”

Top Speed lives somewhere between those two worlds.

This piece is a fast-paced work in 3/4 fime that explores a side of the meter we do not hear very offen. When most people
think of 3/4, they think of waltzes. Graceful. Flowing. Elegant. | wanted to try something different. Something driving. Something
energetic. Something that feels like it has its foot firmly on the gas pedal. The piece is written in ABA form, with an opening section
that is rhythmic and relentless, followed by a more lyrical middle section that still maintains the same forward motion. There is no
slowing down here. Once we hit top speed, we stay there.

Top Speed is also a reimagining of one of my more advanced works, Rev. | wanted to see if | could take that same sense of
energy and excitement and make it accessible for younger ensembiles, while still capturing the spirit of the original. Inspired by the
intensity of video game music and the power of the symphonic band, this piece is all about momentum, precision, and the thrill of
the ride.

So buckle up, hold on tight... and fry to keep up. We're going for aride.

Peace, Love, and Music - Randall

Top Speed was commissioned by the General Sherman Jr. High Band (Lancaster, OH), David Bode, director. | want to thank them
for trusting me with this commission.

Rehearsal suggestions

-The tempo of this work is critical to its character. When planning your preparation, make sure to allow time for proper technical
development to achieve the written tempos, lest the work come off as “boring.”

-Dynamics should be noticeable and taken to extremes.

-Percussion should be on the higher end of dynamic balance. Do not hide them.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas State
University. During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor, before returning to
Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom
O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. In 2001, he began his tenure as Director of Bands at Harrisburg High
School in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He left this post in 2013 to pursue a career as a full-tfime composer
and marching arts designer.

Mr. Standridge's music is performed internationally. He has had numerous works selected for
the J.W. Pepper's Editor's Choice list. His compositions Snake Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer
Wind, and Angelic Celebrations have been included in the "Teaching Music Through
Performance in Band" series, and he has had numerous works performed at the prestigious
Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois. The Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble premiered his
work Art(isms) at the 2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and his work
Stonewall: 1969 was premiered at the National LGBA conference in 2019. His works Stonewall:
1969, unBroken, and Animation (Episode 1: WABBIT!), have all been recognized as honorable
mentions for the American Prize in Composition, and his Symphony no.1: A Ghost Story was
premiered in 2023 and was awarded 3rd Place in the American Prize for Composition in 2025. In
addition, Mr. Standridge's "unBroken Project," a musical initiative about mental health, has
received widespread acclaim for its musical content and for providing opportunities to
normalize discussions about mental health for music students and audiences.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the owner and chief editor of Randall Standridge Music, LLC, and
Grand Mesa Marching. He is in demand as a composer, conductor, clinician, and arranger/designer for the marching arts. He lives
in Jonesboro, Arkansas, with his husband, Steven, and their very, very spoiled pets.
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