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The Possum Trot

By Jason K. Nitsch

About the Work

“The Possum Trot” is modeled after a dance called the Texas Schottische, which is a type of German line-dance similar
in nature to a slow polka. The dance found its way to Texas through the many German and European immigrants,
including my own great-grandfather John Nitsch, who made Texas their home in the last 18th century. The piece was
commissioned in 2025 by the Red Oak Middle School Honors Band in commemoration of their performance at the
20205 Music for All National Concert Band Festival, and the fitle comes from the original name of the town of Red Oak,
formerly known as Possum Trof.

Rehearsal Suggestions

Great care should be taken to preserve the light style of the piece, and accents should be thought of more in terms of
weight than of volume. Observance of the dotted 8th-16th note rhythms should always differentiate them from any
triplet figures. | hope that “The Possum Trot” has your audiences wanting to get up on their feet and dance through the
aisles at your next concert!

*Note from the editor (Randall Standridge): The illustration on the cover of this piece is by a very talented band director
and artist, Mr. Pat Dixon. This is quite possibly my favorite cover in the history of our company.

About the Composer
Jason Nifsch is a composer for the concert stage, feature and short films, and other
media.

In the world of podcasting, he is the writer, producer, and composer for Beyond the
Belt: Adventures from the Outer Rim, a science fiction drama podcast with a
dedicated cult following. In the film world, he has scored the short film Passing By
directed by David M. Chandler, Edward J. Delaney’s feature length documentary
Library of the Early Mind, and the celebrated horror short Bedtime produced by
Joint Concept Productions. He also served as music supervisor for 2014’s “Pictures at
an Exhibition” feature film by director Dallas Burgess.

He has released multiple albums, including Poem at the End of the World, The Season 1 and 2 Soundfracks from
Beyond the Belt: Adventures from the Outer Rim, and most recently the chamber music anthology 1000 Steps to
Nowhere. His music has been published by several prominent publishers, including Excelcia Music, T.U.X. People’s
Music, FJH Music, and Randall Standridge Music.

Jason is a lover of dogs, legos, video games, and all things Star Wars (yes, even the prequels). He is also a husband,
father of two budding musicians, and a patron of art forms that stretch traditional boundaries.

You can find Jason's works for the stage at his publishing company Suburban Zombie Music.

Visit www . jasonnitsch.com and www.beyondthebeltpodcast.com for more.
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The Possum Trot

for Megan Czerwieski and the Red Oak Middle School Honors Band (TX) - 2024
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FULL SCORE
Flute
Oboe
Bassoon
B> Clarinet 1
B> Clarinet 2
B» Bass
Clarinet

GRADE 3
DURATION 2
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Tuba

E> Alto
Saxophone
B» Tenor
Saxophone
F Horn
impani
(F.Bb,E>)
Snare Drum
Bass Drum

E> Baritone
T

Saxophone

B> Trumpet 1

B> Trumpet 2
Trombone 1/2
Euphonium
Xylophone
Percussion 1
Percussion 2

Crash Cympuls/Cow.beII/
Percussion 3

Vibraslap/Fls

Tamb
Wood Block/Anvil/
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See "Permission to Photocopy..." agreement in score regarding digital distribution rights and usage of copyable parts. Signature required.
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