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Slightly 
By Wesley Cheang 

 
About the Work 
“Slightly” is an adverb we use when we cannot find the exact words to describe what we want to say.  In a similar way, 
I think music inexactly describes feelings and ideas.  Strangely, I think it is this imprecise aspect of communication and 
interpretation that makes music personal and magical for performers and listeners.  This piece of music is slightly slow, 
the middle section is slightly sentimental and a few sections utilize a sequence of add4 chords (m. 21-28, 64-71) which 
are slightly dissonant!   
 
Thanks to Joseph Resendes and the McMaster University Concert Band (Hamilton, Ontario, Canada) for premiering this 
piece.  Thanks also to Mark Caswell for workshopping Slightly with my high school band and providing some great 
orchestration advice. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About the Composer 
Wesley Cheang (b. 1978) is a composer, performer and educator from Toronto, 
Canada. He is a graduate of York University's Jazz Performance Program and spent 
many years performing with jazz groups in the Toronto area. As a result, his music is as 
much about jazz harmony and rhythms as it is about the tradition of concert band 
music. Wesley is a high school music teacher in Scarborough, Ontario, Canada and 
workshops all of his concert band music with his students.   
 
Wesley’s composition Three Balloons was a finalist in Category 1 of the WASBE (World 
Organization for Symphonic Bands & Ensembles) Composition Contest for 2024 which 
took place in Gwangju, South Korea. His piece Forward, received honorable mention 
in Category 3 of the same contest.  His composition Sharp Corners received 2nd Prize 
in Belfort, France as part of the Concours International de Composition pour Orchestre 
d’Harmonie 2025. Wesley takes commissions for all levels of concert band and enjoys 
the collaborative nature of writing music for specific groups and conductors. 
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