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1 - Piano (opt.)

1 - Electric Bass (opt.)
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Sharp Corners

By Wesley Cheang
About the Work

The Aurora Community Band (Aurora, Ontario, Canada) commissioned this piece for their diversity-themed
concert in 2025. 1t is one of the most honest compositions | have written, as it reflects concert band textures
but also my roots in R&B and jazz music. The percussion groove is borrowed from drummer Vernell Fournier
and is a straightened version of his iconic, and inventive performance on Ahmad Jamal’s Poinciana.

The title, “Sharp Corners,” reflects the chord qualities of maj7#11 (m. 5-20) and mqj7#5 (m. 37-110). Both
chords have the property of “resting dissonance”; they do not require resolution, yet they carry a degree of
tension. Similarly, "Cultural Dissonance" is a sociological term for what people may experience when belief
systems interact in diverse cultures; sometimes these interactions carry tension while waiting for the possibility
of resolution. Both forms of dissonance are neither good nor bad. We can spend time analyzing them,
appreciating them and finding beauty in their nuances.

Thanks to Gord Shephard and Randall Standridge for their musical insights in the editing process.

Optional Parts:

Sharp Corners was awarded 2nd Prize in the 2025 Concours International de Composition pour Orchestre
d'Harmonie which took place in Belfort, France. The optional synthesizer, piano and electric bass parts were
added as the competition featured the fusing of contemporary ensembles with concert bands. Feel free to
use some or all of these optional parts to shape a unique sound for your band. If all the optional parts are
covered, consider highlighting these instruments by having brass and woodwinds sit out for bars 37-44 and
from 115 until beat 4 of bar 124.

About the Composer

Wesley Cheang (b. 1978) is a composer, performer and educator from Toronto,
Canada. He is a graduate of York University's Jazz Performance Program and spent
many years performing with jazz groups in the Toronto area. As a result, his music is
as much about jazz harmony and rhythms as it is about the tradition of concert
band music. Wesley is a high school music teacher in Scarborough, Ontario,
Canada and workshops all of his concert band music with his students.

| Wesley's composition Three Balloons was a finalist in Category 1 of the WASBE
% - (World Organization for Symphonic Bands & Ensembles) Composition Contest for
! / "% 2024 which took place in Gwangiju, South Korea. His piece Forward, received
honorable mention in Category 3 of the same contest. His composition Sharp
Corners received 2nd Prize in Belfort, France as part of the Concours International de Composition pour
Orchestre d’'Harmonie 2025. Wesley takes commissions for all levels of concert band and enjoys the
collaborative nature of writing music for specific groups and conductors.
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Winner of 2nd Prize in Concours International de Composition - Belfort, France 2025

Commissioned by the Aurora Community Band, Aurora, Ontario, Canada, Gord Shephard, Director.
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Optional: percussion, synth, piano
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