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Shadowlight

By Amond Vance, Grade 5

Program Notes:
Rooted in the emotional depth of R&B and driven by a strong, pulsing rhythm, Shadowlight is a sonic exploration of
shadow work—the practice of confronting the parts of ourselves we often keep hidden. Confronting our demons.

This piece doesn’t shy away from darkness. Instead, it leans into it with groove, vulnerability, and fire. The rhythm moves
like a heartbeat—steady, insistent—guiding listeners through inner conflict and into clarity.

Layered melodies echo the tension between resistance and revelation, embodying the truth that the walls we build to
protect ourselves often block the very light we need o heal.

Shadowlight invites us fo tfurn inward, to face what we fear, and to find power in self-awareness. The more we embrace
the shadow, the more whole we become. By illuminating the dark corners of our subconscious, we can create space
for more empathy, self love, and love for others.

Thank you for investing in my art!

- Amond Vance

Cover image photography by Josh + Mare. Used with Permission.

About the Composer:

Born in Toledo, Ohio, and now residing in Fort Worth, Texas, Armond Vance is @
distinguished professional musician, composer, and music educator whose artistry
franscends genres. With the violin as his primary vehicle of expression, Armond's
musical style is a captivating blend of classical, hip-hop, R&B, and jazz, creating a
unique sound that resonates with diverse audiences.

As a seasoned performer, Armond has graced stages across the country, showcasing
his talent at music festivals, weddings, corporate events, and solo shows. He has had
the honor of sharing the stage with notable artists such as Trick Daddy and Trina. In the
DFW Metroplex, his performances at prestigious events, including the State Fair of
Texas, the Cowboys of Color Rodeo in Fort Worth, and the Main Street Arts Festival,
have solidified his reputation as a prominent figure in the local music scene.
Additionally, he has toured with Orchestra Noir and collaborated with the acclaimed
hip-hop violin duo, Black Violin.

In recognition of his confributions to the arts, Armond received the Emerging Leader in
The Arts Award from the City of Fort Worth in 2024. As a composer, he has crafted music for esteemed ensembles,
including the Toledo Symphony, the Mansfield Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Detroit Metropolitan Youth Orchestra.
Notably, his piece "Soul Dance" premiered at the International Midwest Conference in Chicago, IL, in 2022.

Armond's passion for music extends beyond performance; in 2018, he delivered a TEDx talk at The Ohio State University
fitled "From Bach to 2Pac," where he discussed the parallels between hip hop and classical music. When he's not
captivating audiences with his performances, you can find him roller skating, embracing the joy of movement.
Armond frequently travels across the country to conduct clinics for music students and share his compositions, inspiring
the next generation of musicians.
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