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Ripcord
By Aaron Fryklund, Grade 4

Program Notes:

Experience the thrill and terrifying exhilaration of skydiving with Ripcord! Set in 7/8, this piece will keep students on the
edge of their seats through intense, driving rhythmic figures and a tight, energized melody. Students will be faced with
sky-high shifting and dizzying arpeggios. Brief moments of respite and lyricism stand in contrast to the frantic free-fall
that builds towards the harrowing end of the piece.

Ripcord was composed for the Richardson West JH orchestra in Richardson, Texas, directed by Angela Sledge. They
premiered the piece in May, 2025.

About this Piece:

In the thematic pattern of three quarter notes followed by an eighth note (i.e. m1 in the viola and cello parts), the third
quarter note should have a slight feeling of weightlessness before the eighth note. This could be accomplished by a
slight lifting of the bow weight, and/or creating space as with a brush stroke.

Unless specifically marked, divisi/non-divisi is meant fo be handled at the conductor’s discretion.

From measure 111 through 114 cellos will execute one 4-measure long glissandi - from high to low while using tremolo.
The exact starting and ending pitches are at each player’s discretion.

At measure 115, the violas and cellos have a short aleatoric passage. It is infended for these players to repeatedly
glissando from high to low on the A string in an asynchronous manner, with players overlapping their glissandi. The
timing of each individual glissando should be approximately three to four beats, though this does not need to be
precise for the intfended effect.

In the violin 1 part, measures 138, 140, and 142 have the word "Frog” to indicate that the bow should be reset near the
balance point for the printed up-bow note.

About the Composer:

Aaron Fryklund's music has been described in the press as "a joy to hear”, and his film
work earned him "BEST SCORE" at the 37th Boston Science Fiction Festival. His aesthetic
covers a wide range of compositional styles and his works represent multiple mediums,
including concert music, interactive computer music, film scores, theatrical works, and
intermedia projects. Fryklund is also a conductor with broad experience before
orchestras, wind ensembles, choirs, and small and new music ensembles. He is currently
under commission from the state of Texas to create sight-reading music used for Spring
orchestra assessments in Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and other states.

_ Fryklund earned his bachelor’'s degree in music composition from Oklahoma City
Ny = University studying with Edward Knight and his master's degree in music composition
| from the University of North Texas studying with Andrew May, David Bithell, and Cindy
McTee. Besides being a composer, Fryklund is also an educator and a church music
minister. He is the associate orchestra director at Richardson High School in the
Richardson Independent School District. Additionally, Fryklund is Assistant Director of
Music at First United Methodist Church of Sachse. He lives in Garland, Texas with his wife
and sons.
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