Through the Fog

Based on the Irish ballad “The Foggy Dew”

For String Orchestra, Grade 3.5
by Traditional Irish, arr. Meagan Thorup

Instrumentation

1 - Full Score

8 - Violin 1

8 - Violin 2

3 - Violin 3 (Viola T.C.)

5 - Viola

5-Cello

5 - Bass*

1 -Harp

2 - Percussion (Snare, Bass Drum)

Note from the Editor:
This grade 3.5 work, written in ABA form, is based on the lyrical Irish ballad "The Foggy Dew." It features viola on the
fraditional melody, contrasting with an epic battle in 6/8 fime in the B section. Optional Harp and Percussion add to
the character of the piece, though essential harp moments are cued in the strings. Sfomping and knocking on the
insfruments add fo the sounds of the baftle. *A Cello 2 part that doubles the Bass is available as a free download at
randallstandridge.com.
- Katie O'Hara LaBrie

Full Set - $65.00 Extra Conductor Score - $12.00 Extra Part - $5.00
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Through the Fog

By Traditional Irish, arr. Meagan Thorup, Grade 3.5

Program Notes:

The Foggy Dew is a traditional Irish folk song that tells of a battle in which many men march off to fight, but few return.
This arrangement opens with the orchestra stomping and knocking on their instruments, evoking the sound of an army
marching into fown. The violas then infroduce the main melody over a bass drone, suggesting a solo Irish tenor singing
the song.

The melody passes to the violins with more lyrical harmonies, though rhythmic tension and dissonance continue to hint
at the coming conflict. After two verses, the stomping returns as the army marches toward the battlefield. A brief,
dramatic pause leads into the battle itself, marked by a shift to 6/8 and an original section of music. This battle music
follows an AABA form before abrupftly breaking off and returning to the opening bass drone.

The “Foggy Dew” melody reappears, reflecting on the aftermath of the battle. In this final statement, echoes of the
battle music mingle with the weary footsteps of the returning soldiers. The piece builds to one last dissonant moment
before ending with a lone solo viola, concluding the tale.

Notes To the Conductor:

The knocking on the instrument is supposed to imitate the sound of a bodhran drum, and is best done knocking on the
front or back of the instrument while muting the strings with the other hand. Vibrato should be kept to a minimum in
keeping with traditional fiddling style.

To perform the harmonic such as in violin 1 measure 4 lightly touch the 4th finger to the string in first position, or 2nd
finger in 3rd position. The resulting sound will be B an octave higher than written. In the same bar the 2nd violins play a
natural harmonic on the half way point of the E string.

The top part of the divisi Cello line at measure 8 can be played by half the section, or performed as an optional solo.

About the Composer:

Meagan Thorup is a dedicated music educator, conductor, and composer. She holds
both a bachelor's and master's degree in Music Education from the University of Utah
and has taught orchestra, Spanish, guitar, and other music classes since 2010. Meagan
conducts the Herriman Community Orchestra and plays violin with the Salt Lake
Symphony and other local ensembles. Meagan is passionate about good pedagogy
and has presented at several state and national ASTA and MEA conferences. Outside
of music, she loves gardening, spending fime with her family and friends, and going on
long walks with her dog, Coda.
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