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Into the Hornet's Nest 

For String Orchestra, Grade 2.5  
by Jorge Vargas (BMI) 

 
 
 

Instrumentation 
 

 1 - Full Score 
8 - Violin 1 
8 - Violin 2  
3 - Violin 3 (Viola T.C.)  
5 - Viola 
5 - Cello 
5 - Bass* 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Note from the Editor:  
This piece BUZZES with excitement as players explore chromaticism, biting syncopated accents, trills, glissandi, and 

more! Warm-up suggestions are included in the score as part of the "Getting in Gear Companion Series."  
*A Cello 2 part that doubles the Bass is available as a free download at randallstandridge.com. 

 - Katie O’Hara LaBrie 
 

Full Set - $60.00 Extra Conductor Score - $10.00 Extra Part - $5.00 

 
Randall Standridge Music • Jonesboro, Arkansas • 870-558-5035 
www.randallstandridge.com • info@randallstandrige.com 
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Companion warm-ups for this piece can be found in 
Getting in Gear: Fundamental Warm-ups for String Orchestra 

by Anne Marie Patterson, Katie O’Hara LaBrie, 
and Deborah Baker Monday

Getting in GearGetting in Gear
Companion SeriesCompanion Series

Chromatic Warm-ups

This piece is uses a lot of chromatic alterations that do not fit within
the context of a gear. However, when it’s not chromatic, the piece
designed using primarily Gears 1 and 2. 

#47 - Chromatic Say and Play - Practice playing AND saying the Chromatic scale to learn notes and their enharmonic
spellings. 
#48 - Spider Steps- This exercise moves chromatically descending in 8  note pairs, similar to Into the Hornet’s Nestth

#50 - Creepy Crawlies  This call and response warm-up will have students practicing ascending and descending
chromatic patterns. 
#46 - Tapping in Tune - This exercise will help prepare trills starting at measure 43. 
#22 - Just Adjust - It’s important for students to find a “home base” when playing chromatic passages. Use Just Adjust to
practice matching notes with open strings for improved intonation. 

Into the Hornet’s Nest
by Jorge Vargas 

1 2 3 4 5

Bow Warm-ups

Rhythm Warm-ups
#103 - Island Rhythms - This exercise, and the rhythm ruler above it, will help students understand 8  note rests. th

Page 53 - Explore a variety of syncopated rhythms. Using the Rhythmic Dictation/Composition activity in the teacher
manual (page 183-184), have students to create their own rhythm ruler that outlines the rhythms found in m. 69-70 of
Into the Hornet’s Nest. 

#77 - Articulation Etude: Gears 1 & 2 - Try Variation A, with two up bows on the separate notes to prepare for that
bowing pattern found within the melody of this piece. 
#90 - A Game of Cat and Mose - This warm-up will prepare students for the off beat rhythms and staccato bowing. 



Randall Standridge M
usic

        Preview Only

Into the Hornet's Nest 
By Jorge Vargas, Grade 2.5

 
Program Notes: 
Into The Hornet’s Nest is a fast and exciting piece that puts you right in the middle of a buzzing swarm. The music twists 
and turns with sneaky chromatic notes and strong accents that keep the tension high from beginning to end. You’ll 
hear quick trills and sliding glissandi that help bring the hornets to life as they zip and swirl around. Hold on tight—this 
piece doesn’t slow down until the very last note! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
About the Composer: 
Jorge L. Vargas (born 1971) is a composer, arranger, and clinician. He holds a Bachelor 
of Music Education degree from The University of Texas-San Antonio and a Master of 
Education degree from Lamar University. Currently, he serves as a music educator at 
Memorial Junior High in Eagle Pass, Texas, where he directs the concert band and 
mariachi ensemble. Additionally, he instructs beginner flute, clarinet, saxophone, and F 
Horn classes. He is also a member of Mariachi Relámpago, in which he plays trumpet 
and guitarrón.
Mr. Vargas has composed and arranged music for various ensembles, including 
concert band, marching band, string orchestra, and mariachi ensemble. His works 
have been recognized on numerous state and festival lists. Notably, his music has been 
selected for the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice list and Bandworld Magazine’s Top 100, 
and several of his compositions have been performed at the Midwest Clinic in 
Chicago.
Mr. Vargas was born in Piedras Negras, Coahuila, Mexico, and currently resides in Eagle 
Pass, Texas, with his wife, Adriana, a fifth-grade mathematics teacher.. 
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