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The Dark Web

By Vince Huzicka, Grade 1.5

Program Notes:

The Dark Web by Vince Huzicka spins a mischievous musical tale, fransforming The ltsy Bitsy Spider into a shadowy
minor-key adventure. Creeping with suspense and surprise, this clever piece also weaves in the quotes from The Anfs
Go Marching In as anfs try to escape the web! Listen closely as the spiders slide down their webs and afttempt to
capture their prey!

About this Piece:

One of my original goals with this piece was fo write an enjoyable tune for all instruments to reinforce G-String note
reading. Much of the melodic material gets passed around through the orchestra. This is designed as a manageable
way to achieve part independence for students; rehearsing the same/similar melodic material in different contexts.

Encourage cellists to anchor 1st and 3rd fingers through the opening ostinato and have them tunnel open D when the
harmony changes. The “alla marcia” notation indicates that most of the piece is a march that should be played
marcato with the exception of the “cantabile” marking. The “feroce” should still be marcato, but with even more vigor
in the bow.

— Vince Huzicka

Educational Features:
e G sfring note reading reinforcement
Familiar tunes
Simple rhythms
Infroduction to open harmonics and glissandi
Bow stylistic contrast (legato, marcato, slurs, tremolo)
Stylistic expressions (marcia, cantabile, feroce)
Manageable part independence

About the Composer:

Vince Huzicka currently serves as one of the Orchestra Directors in the Upper Arlington
City Schools near Columbus, Ohio. Mr. Huzicka also serves as the Assistant Conductor
and Operations Coordinator for the Columbus Symphony Youth Orchestra- Chamber
Strings, is an Associated Faculty for Chamber Music Connection, and is Teaching
Faculty for The Ohio State University Summer Strings Workshop. An active member of
the Ohio Music Education Association (OMEA) and the American String Teachers
Association (ASTA)., he was elected to be OMEA’s South-Central Region Chair-Elect in
2024 after serving as OMEA's All-State Orchestra Chair for the 2023-2024 school year.
Vince is an OMEA adjudicator, as well as an adjudicator and clinician for various
orchestra programs in Ohio. When he is not tfeaching, Mr. Huzicka stays active as a
freelance violist with regional orchestras in Ohio. Prior to tfeaching in Upper Arlington,
Mr. Huzicka taught in Lakewood City Schools (Ohio). Mr. Huzicka holds a Bachelor’s
Degree in Music Education from The Ohio State University under Dr. Robert Gillespie,
where he is currently studying for a Master’'s Degree in Music Education with Dr.
Heather Lofdahl. Vince is a native of Boardman, Ohio, where he first began playing the
viola in the Boardman Orchestra program.




To my orchestra teachers Michele Vari Prokop and Bill Amendol, and to the Boardman Orchestra program.
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