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The Journey Forward
By Am're Ford, Grade 2

Program Notes:

Life's journey is filled with moments of joy, fension, contemplation, excitement and an infinite list of even more
emotions. Sometimes we forget that journeys can be unpredictable and aren’t always a straight line from one point to
the next. The Journey Forward was written as a reflection of the everyday ups and downs of life and as
encouragement to keep going.

Notes to the Conductor:

- An Optional Cello 2 is available as a free download to strengthen or cover double bass.

- In Measures 57-72 cellos should play only top part of the divisi unless extra strength is needed to cover the double bass
(which is the lower divisi part).

- This piece is written like a pop tune. Bringing attention to even the slightest changes will keep the audience (and
students) engaged.

Educational Features:

- Wide range of articulations

- Wide range of dynamics

- Every section gets melodic content and independent parts
- G Maijor Key signature

About the Composer

Am’re (uh-mah-ree) Ford (b. 1990, Oklahoma City, OK) is a mulfi-instrumentailist,
composer, performer, educator and consultant. Ford uses his experiences in church,
orchestra, band, and hip-hop to create soundscapes that are rhythmically engaging,
harmonically lush, and melodically captivating.

Ford’s music has been performed by a myriad of institutions and organizations
including Winona State University Band, University of Central Oklahoma Chamber
Orchestra, California State University, Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, Sequoyah
Middle School Orchestra (OK), Thomas Jefferson Middle School Orchestra (VA), and
Quayle United Methodist Church (OK), and The Church of the Living God Ministries
(OK).

Ford holds a Bachelor of Music in Violin Performance and a Master of Music in
Composition. He also serves as a board member for the International Society for Black
Musicians and is a member of Leadership Arts Class XI, Kappa Kappa Psi National
Honorary Band Fraternity Inc., and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia Fraternity of America, Inc.

Aside from composing and performing, Am’re spends his free time baking, laughing or
with his family, friends and dog, Maestro.
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