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lephyr

By Caryn Wiegand Neidhold, Grade 4

Program Notes:

Zephyr is driving rock from beginning fo end. Students will love the melodies, syncopations, glissandi, and energetic
rhythms. Written specifically for string orchestra, students will sound cool, rad, and even awesome performing this
showpiece. Rock on!

Performance Notes:

Zephyr comes from the 1970s hard rock tradition characterized by driving rhythms underlying long melodic lines. Bands
like Led Zeppelin, Heart, and Van Halen established this sound, which is currently being kept alive by bands such as
Greta Van Fleet and Earthless.

String orchestras can sound great playing rock music, but the rock style is not always easy for advancing string players
who have been perfecting classical and romantic techniques. The vibrato in the left hand and classical and romantic
bow strokes in the right hand do not create the desired sound for a heavy rock tune like Zephyr. Articulations are often
needed on every note for this style of music, making the printed page overwhelming for students.

To help your students play with the rock style, here are some helpful hints:

. Use either minimal or no vibrato.

. Glissandos are with the finger depressing the string halfway, resulting in a fast and expressive glissando.
. Most bow strokes are in the lower half of the bow.

. All eighth and sixteenth notes are at the frog, off the string, with a heavy brush stroke.

. Quarter notes are usually detached with a slight accent.

. Syncopations are almost always accented, whether marked or not.

. Eighth notes, before a syncopation, are short and on the string.

. Students can add expressive elements like scoops and fall-offs to add character.

O NONOThWON —

Performing rock music can bridge classical to contemporary music, inspiring string students to make music for life.

- Caryn Wiegand Neidhold

About the Composer

Caryn Wiegand Neidhold is a composer and arranger for student level through
professional ensembles. Her focus includes arranging classical “gems” and composing
music for eclectic styles, including fiddle, rock, and jazz. With an emphasis on learning
technique through literature, Caryn’s music always distributes musical challenges to all
string sections.

Caryn’s background includes extensive work as a middle school educator, Suzuki
teacher, and youth symphony conductor and coach. In addition, she has years of
performance experience as a violist and violinist with orchestras including the
Fairbanks Symphony, New World Symphony, Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, and
the Reno Phil. Caryn enjoys writing articles for music education publications and
presenting seminars for string educators.
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Be sure to check out all the great works from
Randall Standridge Music: Orchestra

(recordings and sample scores at randallstandridge.com)

Grade .5to 1.5
A Touch of Glass by Bob Lipton
Bronco Rapids by Caryn Wiegand Neidhold
Mechanical Monsters by Randall Standridge
Shadow Fire by Randall Standridge
The 101 by Katie O'Hara LaBrie

Grade 2-2.5
Dance Pizzicato by David Bobrowitz
Goblins & Ghouls by Katie O'Hara LaBrie
Fragile by Randall Standridge
La Bruja arranged by Jorge Vargas
Santa the Barbarian by Randall Standridge

Grade 3-4
Dragonfly’s Journey by Avner Dorman
Harvest Ritual by Jeffrey Hart
Jump! by Katie O'Hara LaBrie
Of Love and Loss by Mitchell J. Roth
Zephyr by Caryn Wiegand Neidhold

Creativity ¢ Quality * Diversity



