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Everyday Heroes

By Nathan Hervey
Program Notes
Everyday Heroes is an attempt to say "thank you" to the countless men and women in the United States military, police, fire, and EMT
services who keep us safe every single day. These individuals are literally putting their lives at risk for people they don't even know as
a part of their job. As a feacher, | know that my work is important, meaningful and affects many people. However, when someone
has an emergency, they don't call me, they call these heroes. There are many ways we can thank these individuals for their service,
but | wanted to use music to communicate my gratitude, and hopefully this is something that can live on in posterity for future
generations of teachers and musicians to use in thanking our service men and women.

The opening is infended to sound like the opening credits of your favorite superhero movie. This is my way of recognizing the heroic
nature of the work these men and women perform. The melody is intended to be memorable, and stick with you long after you hear
the song. There is a slower section in the middle that acts as an "in memoriam" moment for those who've made the ultimate sacrifice
to keep us safe. The harmony and melody used here is indicative of church hymns, something that | participate in each week at my
local church. The ending features a big finish and a huge "THANK YOU!" to our veterans and first responders. | hope you enjoy this
fribute to our Everyday Heroes!

About the Composer

I began playing frombone at the age of 11 in 6th grade. In junior high and high school, | played in
concert band, jazz band, marching band, symphony orchestra, and performed solos by the time |
graduated high school. As an undergrad at UT Arlington, | played in every ensemble that needed
a trombone player. As a graduate student at The University of North Texas, | had the distinct
pleasure and honor to perform with the symphony orchestra, the 2 o'clock Lab Band, and the
premier tfrombone choir conducted by Tony Baker and Vern and Jan Kagarice. These varied
musical experiences gave me exposure to a wide array of musical styles and greatly influenced
my writing.

At home, my dad had an eclectic music collection and it allowed me fo listen to a vast spectrum
of music from an early age. | would rummage through his CD collection (yes, CDs!) and would
listen to artists like Herbie Hancock, Van Halen, Eric Clapton, and Earth, Wind, and Fire. On my
own, I'd listen to Hip Hop, R & B and Gospel music. At school, | would be exposed to Rock, Tejano,
and Mariachi. These experiences gave me a wide palette of sound, which | reference as | create
my compositions.

I began writing my senior year of high school with the encouragement of one of my band directors
who told me about Finale Notepad. | then began writing arrangements of my favorite songs from
the radio and would play them with my friends after school. When | became a band director, | began writing chorales for my groups
which led to writing larger scale performance works. I've published music since 2015, and it brings me great joy to share my music
with the world.

I have served as an assistant band director at Arlington High School in Arlington, TX since 2012 where | conduct the symphonic band
and jazz band. | also assist with the marching band. In my spare time, | enjoy hiking, swimming, cycling, and spending time with my
wife.
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