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Moonlit Sea

By Heather Hoefle

About the Work

It is difficult to put info words the power of the moment my husband and | saw the light of a full October moon shine
down on the surface of the ocean on the North Carolina coast. It made me gasp and filled me with awe. The
reflected light seeped into my soul. The opening flute melody came to me immediately.

At the key change of “Moonlit Sea” the low brass play the much-loved folk song “The Water is Wide.” It felt right af the
time, but now that my husband has passed on, this tune of love and loss has taken on more meaning for me, as
though it was speaking to me all along. My perspective on that moment on the boardwalk is forever changed, but the
awe of that light is indelibly etched in my memory.

Rehearsal Suggestions:

This piece will be most effective if the lyrical melodies are shaped and releases are tapered with care. It is better to
overdo the ritardandos, allowing for a slow but powerful build to measure 40, then again to measure 48. At m. 40 the
low brass begin “The Water is Wide" while the rest of the band decorates around it. It is important to keep the band
balanced so that the low brass melody shines through. The most dramatic tempo alteration occurs in measure 47,
leading fo the pinnacle of the piece in measure 48. The Fp needs to allow the horn rip, doubled in the alto saxophone,
to cut through. Opportunities for soloists occur in the flute measures 1-8, clarinet measures 52-54 and trumpet measures
57 to the end. If soloists are chosen instead of the section, these players must project so that these parts can be heard
through the ensemble. Most importantly, the band must play expressively.

About the Composer

Heather Archer Hoefle is an Indianapolis native who earned her Bachelor of Science in
flute performance and audio technology from Indiana University, Bloomington;
educational certification requirements from DePaul University; Master’s of Music
Education from VanderCook College of Music and additional graduate study from
VanderCook College of Music and Troy University. She has 30 years of experience as a
music educator in lllinois, working as a band director in Chicago, Rockford, Byron,
Harvey, Calumet City, Flossmoor, and at School District 153 in Homewood, lllinois. She is
an award winning composer with music published by the Neil A. Kjos Music Company,
the RWS Music Company, and now Randall Standridge Music. Her pieces have been
performed at state music education conferences around the country. Heather
presented at Midwest 2023 and looks forward to presenting af TMEA in February 2025.
She also works as a commissioned composer, adjudicator, honor band conductor and
clinician. She has retired from teaching and resides with her husband in Wilmington,
NC.
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