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Jumping Joeys (A Marsupial March)

By Randall D. Standridge

Program Notes

In 2024, | was invited to spend a couple of weeks in Australia. | was fortunate enough to spend fime in Perth and Brisbane,
and to say that | loved it would be the understatement of the century. If | had my way, | would move there tomorrow.

Of course, the country itself is absolutely beautiful and incredibly interesting, but the people of Australia are its real treasure.
In my short time there, | made friendships that | know will last a lifetime, and | had a marvelous time making music and memories. This
piece is my small and undoubtedly inadequate tribute to my new friends on the other side of the globe.

Jumping Joeys (A Marsupial March) is a light-hearted march for young band that depicts a group of baby kangaroos
frolicking in the outback. Their “jumping” is represented through melodic leaps, slide whistle effects, and frombone glissandi, with
each landing often punctuated by bass drum or timpani.

As a side note, | did get to pet a kangaroo during my visit. They are very soft, very beautiful... and more than a little
infimidating.

Peace, Love, and Music... and good on ya, mate - Randall

Rehearsal suggestions

-The tempo of this work is critical to its character. When planning your preparation, make sure to allow time for proper technical
development to achieve the written tempos, lest the work come off as “boring.”

-Dynamics should be noticeable and taken to extremes.

-The slide whistle should be positioned so that it can be easily heard. If you wish to use more than one, or use a microphone, please
do so.

-The trombone glissandi are more of an effect rather than a pitched musical gesture. It should be a little bit cartoony and
humorous.

-Percussion should be on the higher end of dynamic balance. Do not hide them.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas State
University. During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor, before returning to
Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom
O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. In 2001, he began his tenure as Director of Bands at Harrisburg High
School in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He left this post in 2013 to pursue a career as a full-fime composer
and marching arts designer.

Mr. Standridge's music is performed internationally. He has had numerous works selected for
the J.W. Pepper's Editor's Choice list. His compositions Snake Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer
Wind, and Angelic Celebrations have been included in the "Teaching Music Through
Performance in Band" series, and he has had numerous works performed at the prestigious
Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois. The Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble premiered his
work Art(isms) at the 2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and his work
Stonewall: 1969 was premiered at the National LGBA conference in 2019. His works Stonewall:
1969, unBroken, and Animation (Episode 1: WABBIT!), have all been recognized as honorable
mentions for the American Prize in Composition, and his Symphony no.1: A Ghost Story was
premiered in 2023 and was awarded 3rd Place in the American Prize for Composition in 2025. In
addition, Mr. Standridge's "unBroken Project," a musical initiative about mental health, has
received widespread acclaim for its musical content and for providing opportunities to
normalize discussions about mental health for music students and audiences.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the owner and chief editor of Randall Standridge Music, LLC, and
Grand Mesa Marching. He is in demand as a composer, conductor, clinician, and arranger/designer for the marching arts. He lives
in Jonesboro, Arkansas, with his husband, Steven, and their very, very spoiled pets.
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