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lron Horizon

By Randall D. Standridge
Program Notes

Iron Horizon is inspired by the landscape and energy of North Dakota, a region defined by both its natural beauty and its modern
industrial growth. In recent decades, the state has experienced a significant energy boom, particularly through oil production in the
Bakken formation, where drilling operations and gas machinery have become a defining feature of the landscape. The title Iron
Horizon refers to the sight of this equipment stretching across the skyline, standing in contrast o the wide, open plains.

At the same time, the piece reflects the character of the people who call this region home. Life in this environment requires
resilience and determination, shaped by long winters, open terrain, and a demanding but rewarding way of life.

Musically, the work is set in a fast 3/4 and opens with a literal “boom,” immediately establishing a sense of power and momentum.
The opening section features driving, rhythmic material influenced by minimalism, representing the energy, motion, and innovation
of the region’s industry.

A confrasting middle section infroduces a more lyrical and expansive idea, inspired by the sweeping landscapes of the plains and
reminiscent of the sound world found in Western film scores. This moment provides a sense of space and reflection before the return
of the opening material.

In the final section, both musical ideas combine and build toward a unified and energetic conclusion, reflecting the balance
between industry and landscape, strength and beauty, that defines the region.

Peace, Love, and Music - Randall

Dedicated fo the Century High School Patriot Band (Bismarck, North Dakota) in celebration and recognition of its 50th Year of
serving the community; Chris Dasovick and Erik Stordalen, Directors

Rehearsal suggestions

-The tempo of this work is critical to its character. When planning your preparation, make sure to allow time for proper technical
development to achieve the written tempos, lest the work come off as “boring.”

-Dynamics should be noticeable and taken to extremes.

-Percussion should be on the higher end of dynamic balance. Do not hide them.

-This work is in C Mixolydian, and | went back and forth as to what Key signature to use for the work. Traditionally, such a piece
would be notated with a C Major key signature, with multiple accidentals appearing throughout the work, but | opted for F Major, as
it provided consistency and clarity for the performers. If you are a music theory buff and wish to protest my usage of key signatures
here, please feel free to send all criticism o me via snail mail. | promise to promptly put them in the trash.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas State University.
During this fime, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor, before returning to Arkansas State
University to earn his Master's in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist.
In 2001, he began his tenure as Director of Bands at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He
left this post in 2013 to pursue a career as a full-time composer and marching arts designer.

Mr. Standridge's music is performed internationally. He has had numerous works selected for the
J.W. Pepper's Editor's Choice list. His compositions Snake Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer Wind,
and Angelic Celebrations have been included in the "Teaching Music Through Performance in Band"
series, and he has had numerous works performed at the prestigious Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois.
The Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble premiered his work Art(isms) at the 2010 CBDNA
conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and his work Stonewall: 1969 was premiered at the Nafional
LGBA conference in 2019. His works Stonewall: 1969, unBroken, and Animation (Episode 1: WABBIT!),
have all been recognized as honorable mentions for the American Prize in Composition, and his
Symphony no.1: A Ghost Story was premiered in 2023 and was awarded 3rd Place in the American
Prize for Composition in 2025. In addition, Mr. Standridge's "unBroken Project," a musical initiative
about mental health, has received widespread acclaim for its musical content and for providing

opportunities to normalize discussions about mental health for music students and audiences.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the owner and chief editor of Randall Standridge Music, LLC, and
Grand Mesa Marching. He is in demand as a composer, conductor, clinician, and arranger/designer for the marching arfs. He lives
in Jonesboro, Arkansas, with his husband, Steven, and their very, very spoiled pets.
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Note to conductor: This work is in C Mixolydian (C with a lowered 7th). The F major key signature is used to simplify notation and reduce accidentals.
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