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Hootenanny

By Randall D. Standridge
Program Notes

I'm from Arkansas. I've lived here all my life, which means, whether | like it or not, I've got a litfle bit of country in me. The accent,
the sayings, the whole package. At one point, a well-meaning mentor fold me that if | wanted fo be taken seriously as a composer,
I might consider “working on” that.

| did not.

Because the truth is, | love the way | talk. It is the way my family talks. My friends. My neighbors. It is part of who | am, and over the
years, | have come to embrace that more and more in my music.

Hootenanny leans all the way into that.

This piece draws its energy from barn dances, bluegrass, and good old-fashioned fiddle music. The kind of funes you might hear at a
county fair, a front porch jam session, or a night at the Grand Ole Opry. Fast, lively, and just a little bit wild.

The piece opens with a spirited fiddle fune that gets passed around the ensemble, giving each section a moment in the spotlight.
From there, the music shifts info a broader, more sweeping idea inspired by the sound of western film scores, before the fiddle tune
returns. This time, the band adds stomping and clapping, bringing the audience into the experience as the energy continues to
build. As the piece moves toward its conclusion, all of the musical ideas come together for one final hoedown. You will hear
elements inspired by traditional fiddle tunes like Orange Blossom Special and Arkansas Traveler, along with the spirit of artists like Bill
Monroe and Earl Scruggs. The rhythms are driving, the melodies are energetic, and the whole thing is meant to feel like you should
probably be clapping along... or af the very least tapping your foot. Maybe both.

Because at the end of the day, all music has value. All music has a story. And all music deserves to be heard.
Even if it comes with a little twang.
Peace, Love, and Music - Randall

Dedicated in celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the Grafton School Complex—honoring its legacy of excellence, the devoted
musical leadership of Band Directors, J. Beth Stone and Eric Musselwhite, the countless students whose lives have been shaped by its
music, and the sustaining community.

Rehearsal suggestions

-The tempo of this work is critical to its character. When planning your preparation, make sure to allow time for proper technical
development to achieve the written tempos, lest the work come off as “boring.”

-Dynamics should be noticeable and taken fo exfremes.

-Percussion should be on the higher end of dynamic balance. Do not hide them.

-l will be adding optional bluegrass instrument parts for download on my website for this at some point, though | do not have a
definite date for them yet (tings such as washboards, jugs, etc). You can check at the product page for the website under
“additional materials.” If they ain’t there, they ain’t ready yet, so there's no need fo message me about them.



About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas
State University. During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor, before
returning to Arkansas State University fo earn his Master's in Music Composition, studying
with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. In 2001, he began his tfenure as Director of Bands
at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He left this post in 2013 to pursue a career
as a full-time composer and marching arts designer.

Mr. Standridge's music is performed internationally. He has had numerous works
selected for the J.W. Pepper's Editor's Choice list. His compositions Snake Charmer, Gently
Blows the Summer Wind, and Angelic Celebrations have been included in the "Teaching
Music Through Performance in Band" series, and he has had numerous works performed at
the prestigious Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois. The Arkansas State University Wind
Ensemble premiered his work Art(isms) at the 2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New
Mexico, and his work Stonewall: 1969 was premiered at the National LGBA conference in
2019. His works Stonewall: 1969, unBroken, and Animation (Episode 1: WABBIT!), have alll
been recognized as honorable mentions for the American Prize in Composition, and his
Symphony no.1: A Ghost Story was premiered in 2023 and was awarded 3rd Place in the
American Prize for Composition in 2025. In addition, Mr. Standridge's "unBroken Project," a
musical initiative about mental health, has received widespread acclaim for its musical
content and for providing opportunities to normalize discussions about mental health for
music students and audiences.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the owner and chief editor of
Randall Standridge Music, LLC, and Grand Mesa Marching. He is in demand as a
composer, conductor, clinician, and arranger/designer for the marching arts. He livesin
Jonesboro, Arkansas, with his husband, Steven, and their very, very spoiled pets.



Dedicated in celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the Grafton School Complex—honoring its legacy of excellence, the devoted musical leadership of Band Directors,
J. Beth Stone and Eric Musselwhite, the countless students whose lives have been shaped by its music, and the sustaining community.
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