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El Toro Bravo (Concert March)

By Randall D. Standridge
Program Notes

El Toro Bravo is a concert march inspired by the fradition of the Paso Doble, reimagined here in a 3/4 meter rather than the more
fraditional 2/4.

This presented an interesting challenge. How do you write in 3/4 and still make it feel like a march instead of a waltzg That question
became the driving force behind the composition of this piece. The goal was to maintain the forward motion, clarity, and structure
of a march while incorporating the rhythmic feel of a triple meter.

The work follows a traditional march form, while drawing heavily from Paso Doble influences in its harmonic language and melodic
style. The result is a hybrid that blends the bold, dramatic character of Spanish music with a slightly different rhythmic perspective.

This piece also serves as a companion to my earlier work, El Zorro Rojo. In both cases, | chose to center the music around an animal
protagonist. There is something compelling about that imagery, and in the case of the bull, it represents strength, ferocity, and
presence.

It is important to note that this work is not intended to be a fraditional Paso Doble, but rather a fribute to a style and sound thaft |
deeply admire. My hope is that it captures some of the energy, color, and grandeur associated with that tradition, while offering
something a little different.

Peace, Love, and Music - Randall

Rehearsal suggestions

-The tempo of this work is critical to its character. When planning your preparation, make sure to allow time for proper technical
development to achieve the written tempos, lest the work come off as “boring.”

-Dynamics should be noticeable and taken to extremes.

-Percussion should be on the higher end of dynamic balance. Do not hide them.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas State
University. During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor, before returning to
Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom
O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. In 2001, he began his tenure as Director of Bands at Harrisburg High
School in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He left this post in 2013 to pursue a career as a full-time composer
and marching arts designer.

Mr. Standridge's music is performed internationally. He has had numerous works selected for
the J.W. Pepper's Editor's Choice list. His compositions Snake Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer
Wind, and Angelic Celebrations have been included in the "Teaching Music Through
Performance in Band" series, and he has had numerous works performed at the prestigious
Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois. The Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble premiered his
work Art(isms) at the 2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and his work
Stonewall: 1969 was premiered at the National LGBA conference in 2019. His works Stonewall:
1969, unBroken, and Animation (Episode 1: WABBIT!), have all been recognized as honorable
mentions for the American Prize in Composition, and his Symphony no.1: A Ghost Story was
premiered in 2023 and was awarded 3rd Place in the American Prize for Composition in 2025. In
addition, Mr. Standridge's "unBroken Project," a musical initiative about mental health, has
received widespread acclaim for its musical content and for providing opportunities to

normalize discussions about mental health for music students and audiences.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the owner and chief editor of Randall Standridge Music, LLC, and
Grand Mesa Marching. He is in demand as a composer, conductor, clinician, and arranger/designer for the marching arfs. He lives
in Jonesboro, Arkansas, with his husband, Steven, and their very, very spoiled pets.
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