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Celtic Storm 
By Gavin Lendt 

About the Work 
Celtic Storm pays homage to both traditional and contemporary Irish music, capturing the vibrant spirit of Irish sessions, those informal 
gatherings where musicians play, improvise, and celebrate together. The work opens with the lively strains of “The Star of Munster.” It then 
transitions to the lyrical “Ring of Kerry,” and culminates in an electrifying, rock-inspired rendition of “Morrison’s Jig.” 
 
Each section highlights a different facet of Irish musical culture: the communal energy of folk tunes, the pastoral beauty of the countryside, 
and the high-energy pulse of modern Celtic fusion. 
 
 
Rehearsal Suggestions 
 
Opening Section: “The Star of Munster” 
Although marked forte, both the opening and bar 9 should not be overpowering. The intent is to evoke the atmosphere of a lively Irish 
session. This section should feel light and crisp, similar in character to Ralph Vaughan Williams’ English Folk Song Suite. Avoid heaviness or 
force. 
 
The frame drum part may be played on low toms or a snare drum with the snares off. Experimentation is encouraged. The part was originally 
written for bodhrán, although in a concert band setting, a traditional bodhrán may not project adequately. 
 
Middle Section: “Ring of Kerry" (beginning at bar 45) 
This newly composed waltz is loosely based on the Irish tune “Mulqueeney’s Reel.” It serves as a lyrical contrast to the outer movements. The 
music reflects the lush landscape of Ireland, from farmland dotted with sheep to the vast cliffs overlooking the northern Atlantic. The waltz 
captures the pastoral essence of Ireland through flowing phrases and warm harmonic colors. 
 
This section has a gentle, lilting motion that lends itself well to being conducted in one, allowing the music to flow naturally and avoid feeling 
rigid. Keeping the phrasing connected and flexible will help maintain its expressive quality. 
 
Final Section: “Morrison’s Jig” (beginning at bar 111) 
Morrison’s Jig is one of the most famous traditional Irish jigs, named after fiddler James Morrison, who helped popularize the tune in the early 
20th century. In this arrangement, the jig takes on a modern twist, building in drive and intensity toward a thrilling finale. 
 
At bar 123, the sound should have the weight and confidence of a rock power chord: full and solid, but always controlled. Maintain this 
momentum through the end of the piece. 
Even though bar 139 calls for a softer dynamic, sustain the rhythmic energy. 
At bar 155, ensure that the low brass melody is prominent and grounded. 
At bar 172, the dotted quarter note becomes a quarter note. The pulse remains constant, but the conducting shifts from in two to in three. 
 
Bars 174–190 have the potential to sound chaotic. Keep the texture balanced and clear, with energy that is powerful yet restrained. 
 
 

 
About the Composer 
Gavin Lendt is an award-winning composer, conductor, and horn player. Known mostly for his band works, he is 
also a recognized composer of music for orchestra, choir, solo instruments, and small ensembles, and he writes 
music for YouTube and Twitch content creators. He has received several commissions throughout the United 
States, and his music has been performed all over the world. Most recently, his work “A Wind in Time” was 
selected as a winner of the 2021 Grand Mesa Music Composition Contest. In December of 2022, he premiered his 
large-scale work for orchestra and choir, “Living in the Light." 
 
His music is known for incorporating rich harmonies and dramatic counterlines. Both students and teachers find his 
music accessible and enjoyable to play. Many high school bands have received superior ratings at contests for 
their performances of his works. 
 
Gavin studied composition at the University of Kansas with James Barnes and has had private instruction with 
luminary composers such as Stephen Melillo, John Mackey, Julie Giroux, Charles Rochester Young and Gabriela 
Frank. 
 
An avid horn player, Gavin has performed with the Topeka Symphony, Kansas City Civic Orchestra, Hollywood 

Hills Orchestra, and the Lenexa Orchestra. Gavin is also the musical director and arranger for the Kansas City Horn Club, a nonprofit organization 
designed to share enthusiasm and increase interest in the horn. Gavin Lives in Lenexa, Kansas, with his music educator wife, Stacy. 
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> ^ Û
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