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By the DARK of the Moon

By Matt Neufeld

About the Work
| was thinking about French folk songs this winter, and the tfune “Au Clair de la Lune” crossed my mind—it’s a song that
nearly every beginner musician learns at some point. | was curious what the lyrics were, so | looked them up.

The first verse goes, “Au clair de la lune, Mon ami Pierrot, Préte-moi ta plume pour écrire un mot. Ma chandelle est
morte, Je n'ai plus de feu. Ouvre-moi ta porte pour I'amour de Dieu.”

This translates to in English, “By the light of the moon, my friend Pierrot says, ‘Lend me your quill to write a word. My
candle is dead, | have no light left. Open your door for me, for the love of God."™

Pretfty basic, righte Except then, | got to thinking that that last line taken by itself sounds like a line from a horror
movie—"For the love of God, OPEN THE DOOR!". So that then naturally led to me imagining “what would this children’s
song sound like if it was in a scary movie? Maybe Pierrot needs the quill to complete a drawing that will ward off
whatever's chasing hime"” An hour later, | had finished sketching the piece.

| hope you enjoy “By The DARK Of The Moon”!

Rehearsal Suggestions

The organ is an opftional colour but it sounds really great—please try to include it if you can. If you have an actual pipe
organ, feel free to experiment with registration, or if not, pull out all the stops. The sound should be reminiscent of
Bach's “Toccata and Fugue”, and the registration does not have to stay the same throughout.

Feel free to experiment with creating a soundscape at measure 4! Howling, screaming, crying, slamming
doors...everything is in play!

Tenutos under slurs denote a slight accent on that note (e.g. trumpets m. 33).

About the Composer

A graduate of the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg, Canada, Matt Neufeld (b. 1985)
does his best to compose, teach, and perform music for as many people as he can
convince or coerce.

Matt spends most of his days working with middle and high school band students at Ecole
Van Walleghem and Oak Park High School in Winnipeg.

In his spare time, Maft enjoys competitive board gaming, playing his wife's favorite songs
on the piano in ways that do NOT endear him to her, and having his three children try to
beat him at Mario Kart.
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FULL SCORE
GRADE 1.5
DURATION 3:00

Ouvre-moi ta porte, pour I'amour de Dieu! MATT NEUFELD
(SOCAN)
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