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Blackbeard: Sea of Shadows

By Randall D. Standridge
Program Notes

Blackbeard: Sea of Shadows continues the adventures of the infamous pirate and his crew, following their infroduction in
the earlier work Blackbeard. This programmatic work begins in a slow and mysterious atmosphere as the crew sails into the Sea of
Shadows, a region rumored to be haunted by ghostly ships, sea monsters, and other dangers lurking beneath the waves. Dark
harmonies and subdued textures establish a sense of unease as the pirates venture deeper into these tfreacherous waters. As the
piece unfolds, the music shifts intfo a faster and more aggressive style, depicting the crew’s desperate fight to escape the dangers
surrounding them. Driving rhythms and energetic lines capture the intensity of the battle as they struggle to survive and break free.

Listeners may also notice a subtle musical detail woven throughout the work. The title Sea of Shadows can be abbreviated
as "SOS," a well-known distress signal. The rhythmic pattern of SOS in Morse code appears at various points in the piece as a hidden
nod to this cry for help.

Blackbeard: Sea of Shadows combines cinematic storytelling with accessible writing for young band, offering performers
the opportunity to explore contrast, character, and narrative within a cohesive musical framework. It was commissioned by and
dedicated to all current and former student musicians of the Welty Middle School Band Program, New Philadelphia, Ohio, Jeffrey E.
Phillips - Director

Peace, Love, and Music - Randall

Rehearsal suggestions

-The tempo of this work is critical to its character. When planning your preparation, make sure to allow time for proper technical
development to achieve the written tempos, lest the work come off as “boring.”

-Dynamics should be notficeable and taken to extremes.

-Percussion should be on the higher end of dynamic balance. Do not hide them.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas State
University. During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor, before returning to
Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom
O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. In 2001, he began his tenure as Director of Bands at Harrisburg High
School in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He left this post in 2013 to pursue a career as a full-time composer
and marching arts designer.

Mr. Standridge's music is performed internatfionally. He has had numerous works selected for
the J.W. Pepper's Editor's Choice list. His compositions Snake Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer
Wind, and Angelic Celebrations have been included in the "Teaching Music Through
Performance in Band" series, and he has had numerous works performed at the prestigious
Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois. The Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble premiered his
work Art(isms) at the 2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and his work
Stonewall: 1969 was premiered at the National LGBA conference in 2019. His works Stonewall:
1969, unBroken, and Animation (Episode 1: WABBIT!), have all been recognized as honorable
mentions for the American Prize in Composition, and his Symphony no.1: A Ghost Story was
premiered in 2023 and was awarded 3rd Place in the American Prize for Composition in 2025. In
addition, Mr. Standridge's "unBroken Project," a musical initiative about mental health, has
received widespread acclaim for its musical content and for providing opportunities to
normalize discussions about mental health for music students and audiences.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the owner and chief editor of Randall Standridge Music, LLC, and
Grand Mesa Marching. He is in demand as a composer, conductor, clinician, and arranger/designer for the marching arts. He lives
in Jonesboro, Arkansas, with his husband, Steven, and their very, very spoiled pets.
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