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Alpenglow

By Megan Vinther

About the Work

“Alpenglow” is inspired by time spent in the summers in the mountains of Colorado. Up above 8,500ft of elevation
in Telluride and Breckenridge, the views can literally leave you breathless. As the sun sets, the mountains light up
in a myriad of hues; with shifting light and shadows highlighting different areas of the landscape. Trills and
fremolos represent the shimmering and shifting reflections off the mountainside, while soaring melodies
emphasize the vast scale of the peaks. Ultimately ending in a quiet moment, “Alpenglow” is a wonderful piece to
challenge the dynamic and expressive range of your ensemble.

As an F Horn player, | wanted to compose a piece with four horn parts. Qutside of chamber music, this is my first
piece with four horns. If you don’t have four horns in your ensemble, don't worry! There are extensive cues
throughout the piece. | was inspired by the expansive horn writing in Strauss’ Alpine Symphony after hearing the
National Repertory Orchestra perform it in Breckenridge, CO, in 2024. While | don’t claim to have attained the
masterwork status of the Alpine Symphony, | do hope you can hear the influence of Strauss’ writing in
“Alpenglow.”

About the Composer

Megan Vinther is a Seattle area composer, educator, and performer who is passionate
about creating welcoming communities through music. She has taught in secondary
public schools since 2003 and is currently the director of instrumental music at Everett
High School in Everett, Washington, and conducts the Edmonds College Concert
Band. Her compositions are published with Murphy Music, Carl Fischer Music, Brava
Jazz, and at MeganVintherMusic.com. Megan holds a B.M.E. and M.M.E. from the
University of Oregon. Born and raised in the Pacific Northwest, Megan has spent the
entirety of her career in Washington and Oregon. Recent commissions and
collaborations with the Wintergrass Youth Orchestra, North County Honor Band, and
Bluegene Brass Quintet, as well as Seattle JazzEd Girls’ Ellington Band to premiere her
jozz suite “Salish,” have been met with delight by conductors, performers, and
audiences dlike. In her free time, Megan enjoys performing with her Celtic band - The
Stumbling Fiddler, spending time on the water, and traveling. Megan and her husband/musical partner, Nick,
have three children, two cats, and a dog named Murphy.
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